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S A H I L V E R S E / F I E L D N O T E S

UNDERWORLD
THE UNSEEN LAYERS
A companion field guide to six gates beneath visible culture

A project by Sahil Tayal | Curated 26 October 2026 | underworld.sahilverse.online

This guide is a portable reflection tool. It is not psychological diagnosis, medical guidance, or a claim that

adversity is necessary for personal growth. The cases are fictional and the distinctions are editorial.

THE METHOD
At each gate, identify (1) what is directly observable, (2) what is inferred, (3) what evidence could change

the inference, and (4) what is genuinely unknown. No one interpretation earns points. The purpose is to

refine the question.
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GATE 01 / THE SURFACE

What does the world reward us for displaying?

A visible outcome is a photograph, not a full biography. A credential hides its opportunity conditions; a

number hides its denominator; an achievement hides the costs paid to reach it.

Fictional example: A person publishes 50 projects. An observer concludes: “They have mastered 50

disciplines.”

Evidence boundary: The observable claim is that 50 projects were published. The mastery claim requires

independent evidence.

Field question: What evidence would tell you whether the work actually helped someone?

GATE 02 / THE MASK

What do labels make easy—and what do they erase?

Labels compress reality. Some are useful for coordination and care; others make a changing person look

like a fixed category. The underworld begins when the label starts replacing the individual.

Fictional example: A teammate is described as “unmotivated” after missing a deadline.

Evidence boundary: We know a deadline was missed. We do not yet know the constraint, cause, or

pattern.

Field question: What question could reveal a constraint without excusing every outcome?

GATE 03 / THE MACHINE

Who benefits from the rules that feel natural?

Institutions reward what is countable, transferable, and legible. Invisible coordination, emotional labour,

maintenance, and repair may be essential while remaining absent from dashboards.

Fictional example: A team celebrates the person who made the presentation, not the colleague who fixed

its broken inputs.

Evidence boundary: Presentation credit is observable; actual dependency requires mapping work across

the system.

Field question: What invisible task would cause the most damage if it stopped tomorrow?
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GATE 04 / THE ECHO

How do our own stories change the evidence?

Identity stories help us remember and navigate change. But every narrative selects moments and leaves

other moments unlit. A satisfying story is not necessarily a comprehensive or causal explanation.

Fictional example: After a breakthrough, someone announces that every setback was necessary to get

there.

Evidence boundary: A sequence of events does not prove each event was necessary.

Field question: Can you tell the story while allowing some losses to remain losses?

GATE 05 / THE ABYSS

What happens when certainty disappears?

Uncertainty is not always a puzzle with a hidden correct answer. Sometimes information is genuinely

missing. Staying with the question can be more rigorous than rushing to a verdict.

Fictional example: Two friends interpret the same silence as rejection and respect.

Evidence boundary: The silence itself is observable; both motives are hypotheses.

Field question: What would change your interpretation? What might remain unknowable?

GATE 06 / THE RETURN

What deserves to travel back into daylight?

The goal of descent is not darkness for its own sake. Return with a better distinction: fact from

interpretation, visibility from value, agency from control, and meaning from performance.

Fictional example: You finish the journey with one assumption you no longer wish to treat as fact.

Evidence boundary: That change is reflective, not a clinical outcome or objective score.

Field question: Which assumption will you carry more lightly?
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THE RETURN: A PORTABLE EXERCISE
Take one assumption you have been treating as established. Write it as a sentence. Now separate it into

an observation and one or more interpretations. What alternative interpretation could fit? Which source

would you need to check? Is it possible to respect the unknown without becoming passive?

OBSERVATION: ___________________________________________________________

INTERPRETATION: ________________________________________________________

ALTERNATIVE: ___________________________________________________________

EVIDENCE NEEDED: ______________________________________________________

WHAT REMAINS UNKNOWN: _________________________________________________

CONNECTIONS TO THE SAHILVERSE
Sahilverse: Canonical Atlas — The central map of Sahil Tayal’s interconnected work and evolving catalogue. (publicly 

indexed).

Underworld — Earlier Exploration — Earlier editorial concept about hidden cultural layers; compare its framing with this 

interactive descent. (URL not independently verified).

Madness — Who Defines Normal? — Investigates the social power of labels and the boundary between difference and 

pathology. (URL not independently verified).

Darkness — Personal Archive — A possible companion reflection on the private interior of public narratives. (URL not 

independently verified).

Phoenix — Renewal and Change — A counterpoint to descent: the possibilities and limitations of starting again. (URL not 

independently verified).

Complete — Sahilverse Catalogue — The wider catalogue can help trace provenance and identify related worlds. (URL not 

independently verified).
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SOURCES AND LIMITATIONS
These references inform the framing, not the effectiveness of this creative experience. No clinical outcomes

have been tested.

SAMHSA — About Recovery

Recovery has multiple pathways and involves health, home, purpose, and community. Used to avoid a triumphalist single-path 

story.

https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/recovery/about

SAMHSA — Working Definition of Recovery

Hope, respect, self-direction, peer support, and non-linear change contextualise the return chapter.

https://library.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/pep12-recdef.pdf

ACT psychological flexibility — systematic review (2024)

Research on psychological flexibility; the Underworld experience is editorial and does not claim therapeutic efficacy.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38615492/

Sahil Tayal — Public Atlas

Primary public catalogue documenting the Underworld concept and adjacent projects; catalogue entries are not independent 

validation.

https://sahiltayal.com/

PROVENANCE NOTE
The canonical sahiltayal.com atlas has a publicly indexed entry for an Underworld concept. Companion

destination URLs listed in this guide are candidate archival connections and were not independently

confirmed accessible during this build. Review them before enabling direct links.
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